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The Social Responsibility of Government, Community and Industrial

Associations and Companies: A Nested Framework
GUO Lan

(School of Economics and Management , Sichuan University of Science & Engineering, Zigong 643000, China)
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Abstract: Some type of corporate public relation behaviors such as “corporate philanthropy”, “floating
green”, “green scarf and red scarf” have become the object of public denunciation. Because of the defects of
government, social organizations and enterprises, the lack of corporate social responsibility is not accidental.
Recently, the occurrence of corporate unethical behavior is not limited to individual enterprises, but presents
the social responsibility absence of industry -style and industry —-chain. Compared with the absence social
responsibility of a single enterprise, the absence of corporate social responsibility in a whole industry is more
harmful. Firstly, the reasons of the absence of corporate social responsibility would be the unbalance laws
between central and local governments at vertical levels or among local governments. The unbalance of
corporate social responsibility law is not only reflected in the quantity, but also in the invisible distance
between the cognition and consciousness of social responsibility of different local governments. So, this
unbalance and the invisible distance will seriously inhibit the promotion of the national social responsibility
strategy. The “political promotion” and “financial pressure” of local officials force local governments to deviate
from the public objective in the formulation of social responsibility rules and relax the requirements of social
responsibility rules. The political connection between enterprises and government officials makes the local
government absent from the supervision and implementation of social responsibility. The social form of “strong
state-weak community” in China makes the development of non-governmental organizations, media and others
insufficiently insufficient leading to the the lack of multi-level and multi-supervisory bodies of promoting
corporate social responsibility. The inherent “dual nature of officials and people” and the lack of industry
regulation system of the Chinese industry associations lead to the lack of industry association supervision.
Moreover, the lower motivation of enterprises is the main cause of the absence of corporate social
responsibility. Based on the needs of government, community, industry association and the enterprises, it is
suggested to build a framework to promote corporate social responsibility. And the nested framework includes
four parts: government, community, industry associations and enterprises. And three paths can achieve the goal
of the framework, such as the social responsibility dynamic mechanism based on industry chain, the
cooperative governance of social responsibility based on the system design, and the multi-level governance
mechanism based on social responsibility culture. The specific proposal includes the following: the social
responsibility strategic coordination with central and local government, cross -regional and green official
assessment mechanism synergy, the coordination of soft regulation and hard law, construction of social
responsibility intermediary organizations, the industry association leading the disclosure guidelines of the
corporate social responsibility information, and industry associations and professional research institutes
guiding corporate strategies to undertake their social responsibilities.

Key words: corporate social responsibility; governance framework; nested framework; government;
community; industrial association
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