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The Correlation Characteristics of Long-term Care Problem and

Countermeasure for the Elderly
CHEN Yongsheng"?
(1. School of Public Administration, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200062, China; 2. Department
of Public Administration, Party School of Henan Provincial Committee of CPC, Zhengzhou 450018, China)

Abstract: Based on the four dimensions: the background, intrinsic attribute, positioning, and
countermeasure of long-term care problem and countermeasure for the elderly, the author has summarized
some of its correlation characteristics. Firstly, regarding the background, the problem of long-term care for the
elderly has contemporaneity characteristic because it occurs in the background of informatization,
industrialization, urbanization and ageing. Secondly, regarding the intrinsic attribute, the problem of long-term
care for the elderly has long-term, service, rigidity, difference and externality characteristics. For the long-
term characteristic, long-term care for the elderly service involves the term problem of supply and demand.
The demand for care services time span is very large and the care services supply cycle is very long as well.
The research and practice generally define the basic period of time span or service supply cycle needed as 6
months or more. For the service characteristic, the supply and demand content for the elderly long-term care
service is involved. The core and key of the long-term care for the elderly are how to better provide high
quality life care service, health care services and psychological comfort services and other related services for
those intellectual disability and low earning old people. For the rigidity characteristic, service supply and
demand trend of the long -term care for the elderly is involved. With the rapid development of economic
society and the growing aging population, the elderly long -term care services will present a progressive
expansion concerning both the “demand side” and “supply side”. For the difference characteristic, the service
supply and demand for the elderly long-term care will be affected by the comprehensive factors such as the
elderly individual or group differences, the imbalance of the economic and social development, leading to the
emergence of various difference phenomenon or problem. As for the externality characteristic, in the process of
the elderly long -term care services, the care behavior for an elderly individual or group will give other
individual or group of people inevitably beneficial or harmful effects. Thirdly, as for the positioning, the
problem long-term care for the elderly has controllability characteristic. That is, on a global scale, the elderly
long-term care problem has not been out of control yet. With the advance of science and technology, all-round
development of the economy and society and people's scientific understanding to the problem of population
aging and the rational response to the elderly long-term care problem, all the risks occurred in the long-term
care for the elderly can be minimized. Fourthly, as for the countermeasure, the long-term care for the elderly
has legislation, expertise and socialization characteristics. For the legislation characteristic, we should not only
give priority to the legal system, but also make a good top-level design, which belongs to the system guarantee.
For the expertise and socialization characteristics, on the one hand, we should not only focus on the profession,
but also attach importance to the profession; on the other hand, based on the theory of welfare pluralism, we
should build a platform for the public to participate in long -term care service supply, which belongs to
mechanism operation. These features will not only help expand the frontier development of social security
theories, but also provide a theoretical basis for long-term care for the elderly in many countries.

Key words: old people; long-term care; contemporaneity; service; legal normalization; socialization
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