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Consensus, Difference and Integration in Ideas on

Providing to the Aged between the Young and the Old
CAO Xin
(School of Administrative Law, Southwest University of Political Science and Law, Chongging 401120, China)

Abstract: The CPIOACS show, from the viewpoint of the main body responsible for providing for the
aged, sons and daughters shoulder the first responsibility in providing for the aged, but young people have
stronger willingness to share the responsibility. In addition, the government and the elderly themselves also
bear the corresponding pension obligations. Diversified development tendency to shoulder the responsibility
becomes obvious. In addition, the old people’s recognition of the concept of “bringing up sons to support
parents in their old age” is still very high, but young people's recognition of this concept has already appeared
a certain weakness. Finally, women begin to play an important role in providing for the aged. The concept of
“The son and daughter are the same to look after the elderly” has become the common consensus of young
people. From the basic understanding of the contents of providing for the aged, the order that the young and
the old pay attention to is economic support, life care and spiritual comfort. However, there are still significant
differences in the specific cognition of providing for the aged for them. Among them, older people pay more
attention to  “healthy body” and “having a life with entertainment and learning”. Young people pay more
attention to  “living environment”, ‘“accompanying family members” and “having old friends”. There is no
difference concerning “food and clothing” between them. From the specific ideas on the mode of providing for
the aged, pro to the elderly and young people living together and con to nursing home is the basic consensus of
them, but the recognition of nursing home of the young and the old has increased. The change of ideas about
providing for the aged in the elderly and young people is the result of the integration of the feedback mode and
the relay mode. It will affect the logic, path and model of the future changes in the concept of providing for the
aged in China for a long time. The development of the ideas can be understood through changes in the
mechanism of providing for the aged. The family is the basic mechanism in China’s providing for the aged.
The social mechanism and the self-care mechanism are useful supplements and necessary extensions of the
family mechanism. The coexistence of multiple mechanisms will be the basic trend of the future development
of the providing for the aged mechanism in China. Therefore, relying solely on the family pension system or the
emphasis on the social pension mechanism does not have the practical feasibility in the current stage of
pension practice in China, but based on the family pension mechanism, supplemented by the social pension
mechanism and the self-care mechanism China, there is still great practical value in the current retirement
practice. This provides a basic direction for China to construct multiple mechanisms for the undertaking of the
main body, pay attention to the diversified needs of the people for the content of providing for the aged, and
gradually improve the construction of a multilevel system of providing for the aged.

Key words: ideas on providing for the aged; the young; the old; family support for the elderly; social support
for the elderly; self-endowment; emotional support
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