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The Standard of Right and Obligation and

the Paradigm of Intergenerational Justice Demonstration
KE Biao
(School of Marxism, Sichuan University of Science & Engineering, Zigong 643000, China)

Abstract: The study of intergenerational justice was originated from the advent of Rawls’ Theory of
Justice in 1970s, and then aroused extensive attention of scholars both at home and abroad. The research
issues were related to economic and political society and even the field of life science, and the research on the
paradigm of intergenerational justice demonstration in basic theory is unfading. The paradigm choice of the
intergenerational justice argument stems from the theoretical presupposition of the right and obligation
standard, which is the logical presentation of the right and the obligation justice view in the vertical
intergenerational level of the human society. Only when we clarify the right standard and obligation standard of
justice can we be clear about the original source of the intergenerational justice paradigm and achieve the
transformation and innovation of the intergenerational justice demonstration paradigm. The problem of social
justice mainly concerns the distribution of rights and obligations with rights and obligations as the logical
starting point of justice, and constitutes the fundamental separation of the right and compulsory concept of
justice. The two have a long history in the history of Western political thought. The concept of right and justice
is the philosophical foundation of the right standard theory, and the right standard theory is the inevitable
choice of the right justice view in the value order of the rights and obligations of justice. On the contrary, the
obligation standard theory emphasizes that obligation is prior to rights in the rank of justice value, and justice
should be centered on obligation. The standard of obligation criticizes the core elements of the right standard,
mainly in three aspects: the right is the purpose and the duty is the means; the equal state of the right
distribution; the freedom gives priority to the value consensus of order. The paradigm of intergenerational
justice mainly includes the rights paradigm of descendants and the paradigm of contemporary human
obligation, that is, the right approach and compulsory route of intergenerational justice demonstration. The
former aims to demonstrate that the protection of the rights and interests of generations is the value center of
intergenerational justice, and deduces the responsibility and obligation of the contemporary people to maintain
and realize intergenerational justice from the perspective of the rights of future generations, while the latter is
another way to demonstrate the responsibilities and obligations of intergenerational justice to contemporary
people, including utilitarianism, deontology and community obligation. There are the same theoretical defects
and shortcomings in the future generations’ rights paradigm and the contemporary human obligation paradigm.
All of them neglect the theoretical dimension of contemporary human rights and descendants’ obligations,
which not only directly causes the contradictions and tensions of the rights of future generations to the
contemporary people and the future generations, as well as the contradictions and tension of the contemporary
people’s obligation to the right of contemporary people and the future generations, which makes it difficult to
reflect and guarantee the principle of reciprocity between the generations, and the relationship between rights
and obligations in the generation is ignored, and the internal justice based on the reciprocity of the internal
social rights and obligations is also insignificant. We more agree with the concept of obligation justice and the
standard of obligation. On the basis of abandoning the paradigm of the rights of future generations, innovation
of the contemporary human obligation paradigm is summed up in three basic principles: the obligation of
contemporary people is the core and key of intergenerational justice; the obligations of contemporary and
future generations must adhere to the principle of reciprocity; regardless of contemporary or future generations,
their obligations are the basis and premise of their rights.

Key words: obligation; right; intergenerational justice; paradigm innovation
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