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The Higher Education Thought of Wu Yuzhang from the Perspective of

the Function of Modern University
ZHANG Taige, SUN Yuanyuan
(School of Education and Psychological Science, Sichuan University of Science & Engineering,
Zigong 643000, China)

Abstract: Since the birth of university in the medieval age, with the evolution and development of the
function of the university, three recognized functions, i.e. talent cultivation, scientific research and service
society, have gradually formed. The higher education thought of Wu Yuzhang, an outstanding proletarian
revolutionist and educator, still has its unique historical value and practical significance in the period of
socialist modernization construction with Chinese characteristics. Among them, in the aspect of talent
cultivation, Wu Yuzhang respected education law and advocated to train the specialized talents both socialist-
minded and professionally competent. In the aspect of scientific research, Wu Yuzhang protected the academic
freedom with conditions, made clear the relationship between teaching and research, and shaped the ideal and
character of academic research in socialist universities. In the aspect of serving the society, Wu Yuzhang
adhered to the belief that all wisdom serves the people, highlighting the concept of innovation and
entrepreneurship of modern university education, and always advocated that the university should serve the
community. As the pioneer of China’s socialist higher education, Wu Yuzhang unswervingly explored the
development path of higher education with Chinese characteristics in China, which not only has a unique
historical position and value, but also has the important practical significance to the modern education
development for universities in China. Today’s socialist higher education should carry on his thought and
spirit, strengthen the cultivation standard of talents and keep its original mission, and cultivate talents who
have both ability and morality to meet the needs of the community, stick to that the unremitting pursuit of
academic truth is the inherent mission of the prosperity and development of universities, always bear in mind
the academic boundaries and responsibilities, and clarify the responsibilities and obligations of the scholars
given by the community. The higher education thought of Wu Yuzhang is a precious heritage of higher
education in China, today it still has far -reaching influence and promotes socialist universities from
germination and development gradually toward the modernized and high level university with Chinese
characteristics. University and its staff, based on the social service consciousness, should bear the historical
responsibility and undertaking of socialist universities, learn the fine tradition and dedication of the older
generation proletariat educationists like Wu Yuzhang, and carry forward and interpret Wu Yuzhang’s lofty
ideas and immortal achievements in the higher education field of socialism with Chinese characteristics in the
new era with more internal responsibility motivation instead of external factors.

Key words: talent cultivation; scientific research; serve the community; Wu Yuzhang; higher education
though
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