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A Study on Xi Jinping’s Thoughts on Higher Education
Deng Liqun?, Wang Yujue®
(a. School of Education and Psychological Science;
b. School of Marxism, Sichuan University of Science & Engineering, Zigong 643000, China)

Abstract: With an eye to great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation and based on the practice of the
governance of China, Xi Jinping’s thoughts on higher education keep pace with the times, stick to issue -
oriented principle, have a comprehensive planning and give a definite answer to the essential and core
questions: for whom the people is cultivated, what kind of people is educated and how to educate people.
Hence, his thoughts radically reform on the higher education from the theory level and become the guiding
ideology for higher education. The essences of Xi Jinping’s thoughts on higher education are as follows: higher
education must stick to correct direction, i.e. the political orientation of socialism, the orientation of operating
colleges with Chinese characteristics, the task orientation of strengthening morality and fostering talents;
comprehensively deepened reform must be carried out for higher education, through which the shackles of the
present higher education system must be broken and initiative and creativity in operating colleges must be
stimulated to promote the development of higher education; higher education must greatly promote equality
and justice and further stick to compensation principle to increase the enrollment and improve the quality of
higher education in poor regions and reduce or avoid transmission of poverty. Under the guidance of Xi
Jinping’s thoughts on higher education, corresponding policies and systems have been set up and implemented
in practice. Through the combination of ideology, system and practice, higher education in China has witnessed
great achievements and its function and role have become more prominent. Therefore, people’s satisfaction has
been improved greatly. These great achievements fully show the theoretical and practical values of Xi Jinping’s
thoughts on higher education. The political value of Xi Jinping’s thoughts on higher education is that it
highlights socialist attributes of higher education in China and embodies the Communist Party’s tenet of
serving the people wholeheartedly. Its academic value is that it embodies organic combination of Marxism and
China’s reality. Its time value lies in it has a top-level design for and clears up doubts and confusion over the
development of higher education.

Key words: Xi Jinping; higher education; education orientation; education reform; education equality
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