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The Connotation and Construction of Professional Community of the
Rule of Law

——A preliminary study on human resources for the rule of law in China
Li Xiaohong
(Institute of Law, Jiangsu Provincial Academy of Social Sciences, Nanjing, 210013, China)

Abstract: To promote the rule of law, the human factor is a key one. At present, the number of
professionals of the rule of law in China is huge but they are varied and different in quality. To implement the
central government’s policy, it is necessary to classify, manage and refine the legal talents, and the premise of
this work is to fully grasp the inner structure and the group value of the professional community. Interactive
professional community can achieve social integration effectively. Professional of the rule of law is the core
human resource to realize the rule of law in China. For the purpose of integration of a society by law and due
to the need for “Chinese characteristics” and “united front”, professional community of the rule of law should
be constructed. Different from “legal professional community” which has a distinct boundary and exclusive
structure with specific members, professional community of the rule of law is abstract, open, and ideological.
The former focuses on the function of “legal profession” and establishes a legal authority, while the latter
focuses on the value of social integration and fosters the faith in the rule of law. Embedded with legal
professional community, professional community of the rule of law is featured with the structure of “pattern of
difference sequence with group sequence as the kernel”. In order to construct professional community of the
rule of law, law schools and employing units are supposed to collaborate to achieve continuous improvement of
professionalism, cultivate social morals of reason and benevolence, and pursue integration with other social
subjects. Besides, attention should be paid to such key steps as comprehensive promotion, the integration of
knowledge and ideas, connection by steps, to the source power of legal education, to the signpost of vocational
qualification examination, and to the tracker of vocational training, all of which aims to facilitate the model
construction of human resources for the rule of law with Chinese characteristics in the manner of negotiation
and collaboration. Professional of the rule of law should pay attention to the quality promotion, interaction and
coordination of all professional groups, and should devote themselves to the influence of community values.

Key words: legal profession; community; social integration; human resources; talents for the rule of law; legal
education
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