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The Network Governance on Interests Relationship in the Tourism
Community of Agricultural Cultural Heritage Sites

——Based on two typical tourism villages in HN Rice Terraces in XN Province
SHI Shaohua, SUN Yehong
(Tourism School, Beijing Union University, Beijing 100101, China)

Abstract: Interest dispute among stakeholders in the process of tourism community at Agricultural
Cultural Heritage sites is still a big problem for policy makers and it has become a significant factor hindering
the sustainable development of tourism at those sites. At present, the study on relationship network and interest
coordination of stakeholders of agricultural heritage sites from the perspective of SNA is still very rare. Taking
two villages of HN Rice Terraces in XN as an example, using social network analysis method, through the
network density, reciprocity, core and periphery, transitivity, and broker analysis, this paper draws the
conclusion as follows: first, the overall interests network density of Y village is lower than that of Z village, the
density inside and between groups of Y village group is equal to or lower than that of Z village. Second,
interest network reciprocity of two village is relatively high and the difference is not big; the reciprocity of
intra-groups is higher than (or equal to) that between groups (except for the pressure group of Y village). Third,
the interests network of two villages has obviously core and periphery structure, as a result, two villages
(especially Z village) have interests control group and have a significant control effect on periphery interests,
leading to unfair profit distribution. Fourth, interests network of two villages has high overlapping transitivity
characteristics and redundant interest relationship exists between two villages, showing the inefficiency of
interests transmission process. Fifth, it is necessary to cultivate the interests coordinator, interest agent,
gatekeeper and interest contact person of the two villages. Based on the conclusion, the paper puts forward the
following suggestions: First, strengthen the density between Y village community and other interest groups.
Second, promote cohesion of edge group in the network and the government should find out its role and
positioning in the interest distribution, operation and management. Third, remove some invalid relationship in
the network and strengthen the effective connection between factions. Fourth, cultivate intermediary role
between four interest groups at heritage site. Fifth, build a new governance mode of interest network with
mulit-bodies participation.

Key words: agricultural cultural heritage site; tourism community;, interest relationship; network governance;
HN Rice Terraces, tourism village
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