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The Regulation of Lawyers’ Cyber Speech in Media Age
XIA Yan
(Cyber Security and Information Law School, Chongging University of Posts and Telecommunications,
Chongging 400065, China)

Abstract: As one of the extrajudicial statements, lawyers’ cyber speech in recent years has developed
from "jollification" to "mess". The recent criminal law amendment (9) in 2015, the newly revised "law firm
management regulation™ and "regulation of the practice management of lawyer" in November 2016 present the
characteristics of the strict regulation of speech, showing the reinforcement on the management rights to
lawyers and preposition of the intervention measures to lawyers of the related authorities. For China entering
we-media era, it is a rational choice of the country to establish the limits of free speech, prevent professional
risk of lawyers, and maintain judicial credibility. But law should maintain the rationality of lawyers’ cyber
speech, determine the limits of its rules and regulations in the we-media age, and watch out for the policy lack
of tolerance of online speech regulation has been further expanded by the name of the law revision. Otherwise,
lawyers’ cyber speech would be restricted in a relatively narrow field even it keeps "silence", causing
unnecessary legal risk. The way of lawyers’ speech governance in China in the future should surmount the
"regulation” and go toward "governance". It is suggested to not only pay attention to the "regulation” of
lawyers’ cyber speech, but also emphasize on the "governance™ in line with the rule of lawyers’ cyber speech.
More specifically, with the thought of internet, the high credibility and influence, unidirection and one-side
and value duality of lawyers’ cyber speech should be realized. The spirit of tolerance of the internet
technology should be applied to the governance on lawyers’ cyber speech. In the aspect of legal theory, it
depends on how to balance the speech freedom and judicial order based on the different types of lawyers’
speech. In the field of rules, the state should seek integrity and system integration with other specifications and
enhance construction of lawyers’ cyber professional ethics.

Key words: we-media age; lawyer, cyber speech; regulation; governance; professional ethics
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