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The Relation of the Trade Exhibition Scalization and

Internationalization
JIA Minjiang, WANG Xueting, ZHANG Xuemei
(School of Tourism & Economic Management, Chengdu University, Chengdu 610106, China)

Abstract: The basic indexes of the exhibition scalization and internationalization are the quantity of
exhibitors, the quantity of visitors, the ratio of foreign exhibitors and the ratio of foreign visitors. The statistical
data show that most of Chinese trade exhibitions have a lower level of scalization and internationalization than
that of the developed countries in MICE industry. So, Chinese trade exhibitions need to do something
concerning scalization and internationalization. By far, there is still non -uniform cognition on exhibition
scalization and internationalization both from the industry and the academia. Essentially, the exhibition
scalization and internationalization are the process of the exhibition’s scale growing larger and the level of
internationalization keeping higher. Both the theoretical analysis and the fact find out that the indexes of
scalization and internationalization are probably not positively correlated under the influences of internal and
external environment factors. The exhibitions can be divided into four types as per the trading functions,
namely, domestic exchange, export, import and international exchange. Meanwhile, the exhibitions are also
classified into business-to-business exhibitions, business-to-customer exhibitions and general exhibitions from
the perspective of visitors type. Based on the two-sided markets theory and the brand value theory, scalization
and internationalization indexes are likely to be mutually promoted in the business-to-customer exhibitions of
export-oriented, import-oriented, and international exchange oriented exhibitions. With the approved data of
exhibitions in four European consumable and investment goods industries as the research sample, the K-mean
cluster comparison and Spearman correlation test are respectively used to evaluate the internationalization and
scalization indexes in different types of exhibitions. The conclusion is that the indexes of scalization and
internationalization are probably not positively correlated in business-to-business exhibitions and the general
exhibitions, however, these two indexes are extremely likely to be mutually promoted in the export-oriented or
import-oriented business-to-business exhibitions. Therefore, the administrators can achieve the scalization and
the internationalization in business-to-business exhibitions by substantially increasing the quantities of foreign
exhibitors and visitors.

Key words: trade exhibition; scalization; internationalization; cluster analysis; correlation test; two-sided
markets; brand value
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