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Local Literary Creation under the Perspective of Well Salt Culture
WANG Yu
(School of Humanities, Sichuan University of Science & Engineering, Zigong 643000, China)

Abstract: Culture is the fundament of a city. As a kind of spiritual strength, culture permeates all aspects
of a city. If economy is regarded as the flesh and bones of a city, then, culture is the soul of a city. A city's
literary creation is one of the main forms of the city culture. Literature can vividly depict a city's cultural
personality, transmit the characteristics of a city, and become a memory of a city. The spirit of salt is a
common, general, and universal human culture. Zigong, the salt capital, is famous in the world for its twice
“Sichuan salt aiding Hubei”. Well salt culture has become the core, soul and spiritual symbol of the national
famous historical and cultural city and the rich soil and good environment of literary creation of the salt
capital. From the perspective of well salt culture to look at the city's literature creation practice, it is found,
since 100 years, numerous famous writers have emerged from Zigong like Wang Yugi, Chen Quan, Wei
Minglun, Liao Shixiang, Chen Lan etc. They all have made great achievements in novels, poems, plays, essays
and so on and taken a position in the history of Chinese modern and contemporary literature, which is
inseparable with the rich local cultural soil. In 100 years’ literary creation of the salt capital, it not only
records the salt culture characteristics shown in the city’s landscape, but also pays attention to the individual
character of "salt color” revealed in the reality of social life. In the "rich and colorful text style, they reveal the
feelings of well salt culture”. Even the insufficiency and defect of the creation of them also have direct or
indirect correlation to the well salt culture. Therefore, if a city’s literature wants to yield bumper fruits, it must
be rooted in the rich soil of the regional culture and absorb the nutrition of Chinese traditional culture,
meanwhile, western civilization should be melt into the writers’ blood.

Key words: salt culture; city literature; regional literature; literary creation; salt capital; Zigong; traditional
culture
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