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The Cultural Interpretation of the Ideographic Networks of “Wine”
ZHONG Liumao, YUN Hong
(School of Foreign Languages, Sichuan University of Science & Engineering, Zigong 643000, China)

Abstract: With the purpose of tracing and interpreting the ideographic origin of “wine” in Chinese, 125
characters with the component of “P§” and 127 lexes with the character “{f§” are statistically analyzed to
explore the following three research questions: firstly, the morphing process of “i”; secondly, the semantic
category of “J&”; thirdly, the affective propensity in“J&”. It is found that “7%” undergoes two changes in the
formation of character networks: firstly, a semantic blurring from pictographic reference to abstract
delexicalization and secondly, a functional grammaticalization from a unit of expression to a component for
lexical composition. In this process, “ifi” yields a rich scope of semantic categorization, which can not only
help express the wine-related imagery through its rich and multitudinal lingual resource, but also extend to
other culturally and ritually related aspects with a huge network of “J#§” thus formed. This ideographic network
of “IF§” profiles the profound enthusiasm for wine with “JF§Z%”, “IE{ili%5" fully expounding the grandeur of the
Chinese wine culture; however, there are also lexes like “E#% " in the network indicating side effect of excess
drinking, and as a result, good as the wine is, do not dwell on it. The network analysis of “J&” demonstrates
profoundly the memetic function above and spontaneously composes a ethnographic masterpiece of Chinese
wine culture. It also extracts and precipitates the wine culture, which enjoys thousands years of history, as an
ideographic network with the character component “#”, single character “i#i” and lexes composed of “V#j”.
Such character analysis of wine can help protect and transmit the historically profound Chinese wine culture,
and, when applied in cultural publicity and commercial domains, will necessarily become a distinguished
subject.

Key words: P4; wine; meme; ideographic network; etymology investigation; grammaticalization
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