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The Authorship of Interviews Published on Academic Journals
L1 Wenyu
(Journal Center, Chengdu University, Chengdu 610106, China)

Abstract: In recent years, lots of interviews have been published on academic journals. Some journals
even have interview columns or publish series of interviews, which has become the characteristics of the
journals after years of development. However, the authors’ signature of those interviews from the source of
news reports vary when they are published. Having analyzed 194 interviews published on core journals in
CNKl.net in 2015, it is found that huge differences lie in authors’ name order and how to show their
signatures. Some people decide to show the signatures to the interview in accordance with the requirements of
papers, some have both parties of the interview as their authors, some only have the interviewer as the author,
and some have the interviewee or the interviewer alone as the first author. Given the complexity of authorship,
the following thoughts come into being: First, it is advisable to fully abide by the Copyright Law and respect
the fruits and value of the interviewer and the interviewee’s labor. Second, it is suggested to fully distinguish
news reports from academic interviews. Third, the editorial department and editors of academic journals shall
clear the requirements in order to standardize authorship of interviews. Forth, both the interviewer and the
interviewee should be regarded as the first authors so that the value and traits of academic interviews can be
demonstrated.

Key words: academic journals; interview; interviewer, interviewee; authors’ signature; copyright
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