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Farmers Returning Home and Requiring Land:

The Plight of New Urbanization and Its Strategic Adjustment
LIU Chen
(a. Department of Sociology; b. Contemporary China Social Science Research Center, University of Macao,
Macao 999078, China)

Abstract: New urbanization is a very important part of the current social construction; the new
urbanization rate means the development of a country. As for pragmatic farmers, urbanization is not as simple
as ‘“‘stepping up stairs”. It is necessary to check what on earth the farmers are thinking about through field
investigation. Through the survey of some rural regions of China and the existing literature research, this paper
finds out that the new urbanization is facing a major problem, i.e. farmers “return home and require land”. Its
reason lies in four aspects: the development of the national economy, the way of life, the concept of life and the
life demand. To solve these problems, firstly, their worries should be released, especially guranteeing their life
in city. Secondly, their concept of life needs to be changed through publicity. Thirdly, in addition to the top-
level design of city development, the urbanization measures according to different regions cannot be
stereotyped, for example, the situation in northwest and central China is very different. In a word, from the
external point of view, the emphasis on “people-oriented” of new urbanization intends to construct the care for
people. As for the land, household registration policy, and identity, the reform and optimization efforts should
be enhanced. From the interior point of view, farmers’ life concept directly affects their desire of going to the
city. How to break the path dependence and the existing mode of life of farmers and focusing on publicity to
the new generation migrant workers are the key to breakthrough the plight of the new urbanization. These
measures or strategies will be of great significance to improve the rate of urbanization in China and prevent
“returning home” of migrant workers.

Key words: new urbanization; farmers; returning home and requiring land; migrant workers;Social security;
life idea
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