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The Characteristics and Enlightenment of the Quality Assurance
System of Master Degree Candidates in Developed Countries

—A case study on the master degree candidates in the United States
YANG Guiping, YANG Sifan
(School of Education Science, Chongging Normal University, Chongging 401331, China)

Abstract: Postgraduate education is located at the top of the knowledge pyramid and it is the highest
level of education system in the world; it is also the main way of national personnel training and knowledge
innovation. Meanwhile, it plays an irreplaceable role for national development and social progress. America is
one of the earlier countries in the world to develop postgraduate student education. It has formed a
comparatively perfect quality guarantee system of graduate education, which protects the quality of
postgraduate training effectively. Postgraduate education in the United States plays an important role in the
economic development and meets the needs of the high level applied talents. The construction of quality
assurance system in America can be classified into three stages of development. At present, this system
presents a trend towards market orientation of the training objectives, advocates the training mode of
diversified development, pays attention to the social standards of quality evaluation of such characteristics.
Postgraduate education quality assurance system of the United States has a great significance to China’s
postgraduate education in terms of postgraduate student training goal orientation, evaluation subject, personnel
training mode and so on. China’s postgraduate education must take the quality as the goal and construct an
effective scientific and feasible quality assurance system.

Key words: America; postgraduate; assurance system; market orientation; diversified development, quality
assessment
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