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The Localization Features of the Chinese Suspense Thrillers
LIU Xing
(School of Humanities, Southwest Jiaotong University, Chengdu 610000, China)

Abstract: In the process of optimization of the Chinese film industry pattern, the suspense thriller has got
great attention due to its low input, high return, and high yield. Unfortunately, its development has been
conservative and slow. Impacted by the Chinese mainland cultural background, ideology and audience
psychological demands, the Chinese suspense thriller has had strong localization feature since its appearance.
Internet without the concept of borders has greatly enriched the Chinese audience's aesthetic experience,
which inadvertently increases the audience demand for suspense thriller and the difficulty of its development
in the mainland. Under this situation, better "localization" is an optimal approach for the film to take the root
foot in the Chinese market. In the Chinese suspense thriller, the ghost culture, Confucianism, Taoism, and
Buddhism cultures are unique cultural characteristics. Oriental aesthetic principles unconsciously appear in
the audio-visual language and the traditional drama thinking affects the drama structure. However, the present
Chinese suspense thriller overall has the phenomenon of low "localization" —cultural characteristics are not
outstanding, audio-visual language style is in chaos, and the screenwriting is lack of new ideas. The Chinese
traditional culture and national anxiety are not reflected and expressed via the audio-visual meas in suspense
thrillers. Based on the analysis of the cultural characteristics, the characteristics of audio-visual language, and
"localization™ level of the present Chinese suspense thriller and the interpretation of the new characteristics in
the process of its development and dissemination, this paper provides reference for the deepening of
localization of suspense thrillers in China.

Key words: suspense thriller; localization; cultural characteristics; audio-visual language; screenwriting
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