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The Exploration of Standard of Proof of Conviction in the Criminal

Summary Procedure
DU Yijing
(School of Law, Southwest University of Politics and Law, Chongging 401120, China)

Abstract: The Criminal Summary Procedure is popular with countries throughout the world for its simpler
and more prompt procedure than Criminal Ordinary Procedure. The operating effect of the Chinese Criminal
Summary Procedure which simplifies the procedure is unsatisfactory. From a theoretical standpoint, the
reduction of procedural steps is very hard to provide support for simplification in essence. The standard of
“sufficient evidence” and “beyond reasonable doubt” prevents it from keeping up with the pace of speedy
trial. This conviction standard not only does not tally with the variation and diversification of standard of proof,
but also goes against putting more effort into difficult complex cases. It is possible to reduce conviction
standard for its relatively clear fact and less issues in the case pleaded guilty. At the same time, people can
stick to the minimum standards for justice and human rights by perfecting right to defense and reviewing the
authenticity and voluntariness of confession etc. People can make the conclusion of its differences and
similarities by exploring specific situation in the Criminal Summary Procedure and learn reasonable views.
Then, under the background of Sentencing Negotiation System and Lighter Penalty System to the confession,
people can explore the way of lowering the standard of proof in the Chinese Criminal Summary Procedure and
keep the balance of justice and efficiency.

Key words: criminal summary procedure; criminal proceedings; proof standard of conviction; plea
bargaining; negotiated justice; high degree of probability
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