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Characteristics and Analysis of the Distribution of Schools in Sichuan

and Xikang Provinces in the Republic of China
YUAN Congxiu
(School of History and Culture, Southwest University; Research Center for Historical Geography of Southwest,
Chongging 400715, China)

Abstract: In the Republic of China, modern education in Sichuan and Xikang provinces gradually rised
and the number of various schools in these regions made great development compared with that in the Qing
Dynasty. And this kind of education experienced 3 periods including initial development from 1912 to 1937,
bloom stage from 1938 to 1945 and recession stage from 1946 to 1949. Schools were widely distributed and
primary schools were in every administrative superintendence district, but the time and space distributions
were greatly unbalanced. As for the time, in the Anti-Japanese War period, various schools developed rapidly
and it was the flourishing time of the development of schools in Sichuan and Xikang provinces. As for the
space, plain area in western Sichuan with Chengdu as the center and rolling terrain in eastern Sichuan with
Chongqing as the center had the relatively concentrated schools. Looking at the distribution of schools in the
Republic of China, most of the schools were located in plain and hill areas, population concentrated areas,
large river basins or transport convenient areas, areas with good economy or the areas close to Chongging or
Chengdu. Few schools were located in mountainous areas, plateaus and the areas where minority lived. Thus, it
is the geographical environment, population, transportation, economic development and politics that are the
main cause of distribution changes of schools in Sichuan and Xikang provinces in the Republic of China.
Considering the background of building a harmonious society and advocating the system of educational equity,
government ought to create favorable educational environment and show government responsibility.
Government also needs to issue suitable educational policy and arrange properly the distribution of schools
according to the demand of development in indifferent regions in order to accomplish fair and balanced
development of education.

Key words: the Republic of China; Sichuan and Xikang provinces; distribution of schools; characteristics
of time and space; historical factor; reality factor
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