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The University Think Tank Serving for Economy Development:

A Literature Review
HUANG Wenzhu
(Management School, China West Normal University, Nanchong 637009, China)

Abstract: Under the background of the rapid development of the global economy, various forms of think
tank play more and more important roles in the formulation of public policy. Since the government put forward
to construct a new type of think tank with Chinese characteristics for the first time in 2013, both the government
and local colleges have begun the construction of think tanks. Domestic scholars studied the issue deeply from
different theoretical perspectives, and achieved fruitful results. Generally speaking, more studies are from the
national level, but fewer researches on university think tanks. The researches on the university think tank
serving for economic development are rare. Considering the situation, this paper starts from the development
and construction status of college think tank, necessity of college think tanks serving for local economy, the
problems of construction of college think tanks, and countermeasures and suggestions of college think tanks
serving for economy to discuss the extensive research on think tank of university by domestic scholars. It is
found that some problems are obvious, such as low contribution rate of achievement of college think tanks,
construction of college level think tanks lagging behind the level of economic development, vague position in
the construction process, low influence of think tanks products, insufficient prospective of think tanks, slow
speed of scientific research achievement transformation and weak brand management consciousness etc. In the
future, where the think tank of China's colleges to go in the public decision-making, how to provide high
quality think tanks products suitable for local economic development, and how to achieve goal from “wisdom”
to “governance” will be important research subjects of construction of think tanks with Chinese Characteristics.

Key words: think tank; university think tank; regional economic development; talent cultivation; think tank
products; quality of think tank
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