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A Comparative Study on Foreign “Land Bank” and

“Land Banking” System
XIA Fangzhou'?, YANG Danfeng', YAN Jinming'
(1. Department of Land Management, School of Public Administration, Renmin University of China, Beijing
100872, China; 2. Department of Land Economy, University of Cambridge, Cambridge, CB3 9EP, UK)

Abstract: Foreign land market has formed a mature operation mode and security system after a long
period of development, and each country has established its own “land bank” and “land banking” system
separately. At present, the construction of China’s land market is constantly advancing. Under this
background, the successful experience of foreign “land bank” and “land banking” system operation makes
great sense to the reform of China’s land system. However, at present, there is no consensus on the definitions
of the “land bank” system and “land banking” system among domestic academia, and there even occurs
certain confusion between the two concepts. Therefore, in this paper, from the perspective of clarifying the
concepts of “land bank” and “land banking”, the paper summarizes the foreign “land bank” system and “land
banking” system respectively and comprehensively based on the study of the existing literatures, makes
comparisons not only among different countries but also between the two systems themselves. Results have
shown that although both “land bank” system and “land banking” system are means of the government to
regulate the land market, but the main body of participation, main business as well as function areas and so on
are totally different, which means the two systems are definitely not the same. “Land bank” system is a
financial policy that serves the activities of land development and utilization, whereas the “land banking”
system is a land collection and storage mechanism to improve the efficiency of urban land utilization.
Combining with China’s reality, the selection of appropriate system should be made in appropriate period of
time so as to promote the further development of China’s land market.

Key words: land bank; land market; land banking; system comparison
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