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The Present Situation and Protection of the Cultural Heritage

—the Ancient Road for the Transportation of Sichuan Salt
DENG Jun
(The Research Department, Zigong Salt Industry History Museum, Zigong 643000, China)

Abstract: The ancient road for the transportation of Sichuan salt distributed in the vast south west and
central —south China is an important cultural road, along which there are many types of widespread cultural
heritages mostly related to the salt transportation, such as ancient road for salt transportation, salt
transportation firm, courier station, tablet with inscriptions, ancient town, ancient bridge, guild hall, work songs
of boatman and so on. With the rapid development of the economic society especially the acceleration of the
modernization and urbanization and the great changes of traffic conditions, the ancient road for the
transportation of Sichuan salt is endangered and disappears rapidly. At the present stage, there are many
problems regarding the ancient road for the transportation of Sichuan salt: lack harmonious and protective
mechanism, destructive exploitation, delayed heritage conservation, and the crisis of the inheritance of
intangible cultural heritage. The cultural heritage needs joint action, protective mechanism, timely general
investigation and rescue and cooperative research. The protection of the ancient road is of complexity and
needs long term efforts. Combined with the realistic problems of protection, tourism planning and development
of the salt transportation culture, it is necessary to explore an effective mode of protection, development and
management of the large—scale Lineal or Serial Cultural Heritages composed of land and waterway by drawing
on the successful experience of the foreign and domestic management of cultural heritage and integrate the
protection of the ancient road for the transportation of Sichuan salt and the development of the local
economical society and culture.

Key words: ancient road for the transportation of Sichuan salt; Lineal or Serial Cultural Heritages; cultural

heritge; salt-trans portation
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