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The Performance of Sichuan Salt “Kaizhong” Law in the Ming Dynasty

and the Reason of Converting into Silver
XIE Qi
(Graduate School of Literature, Nagoya University, Nagoya 464-8601, Japan)

Abstract: There were a large number of frontier military bases around Sichuan in the Ming dynasty. The
food was needed to be transported from the inland regions to the frontier military bases to secure supplies. To
prevent excessive increase of the burden of the people, the government was afraid of enlisting people to

transport food. So the government used the salt “kaizhong” law to induce merchants to transport food. The
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government required businessmen to send food to frontier military bases and then they got “Yanyin”. Then
they exchanged “Yanyin” for salt in inland salt saltworks. Since the middle period of the Ming Dynasty, the
Kaizhong salt law had constantly changed. Among them, the converting into silver was an important change in
the Ming Dynasty’s salt law. The cause of the change was not the same in each region. Especially in Sichuan,
it was very special. The frontier military bases were far away, the local situation was not stable, military
reclamation was less, and there was no merchant’s reclamation, so the merchants could only transport food
from the inland regions to the frontier military bases and buy “Yanyin”. Salt production was limited and the
government had to delay the payment with salt or did not have salt to pay when war situation was urgent and
food’s demand was rapidly increasing. So the merchants did not want to transport food either. Thus, the
“kaizhong” law was unable to meet the food needs around Sichuan areas. The government had to force a lot of
people always to transport food. It caused people’s heavy burden and intensified social contradictions. Law
enforcement way was always changing with the increase of demand for food. In the end, to provide the
compensation commission of their organization’s mandatory transport, the government gradually changed the
way of using food for exchange for “Yanyin” at frontier instead using silver for exchange for “Yanyin” in
inland regions. The commission was used to reduce the burden of the people. Therefore, “kaizhong” law lost its
function of purchasing and transporting food for frontier military bases and became a kind of business tax law
for the government to obtain silver. This is the reason why the Sichuan salt “kaizhong” law converted into
silver. Different from the nationwide cause mentioned in the previous studies, there was a financial system
reform due to the local situation of Sichuan.

Key words: the Ming Dynasty; Sichuan salt; “kaizhong” law; performance; converting into silver
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