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The Cultural and Social Significance of “Comprehensively Setting up a

Well-off Society” in Contemporary China
GONG Chonglin
(Law School, Sichuan University of Science & Engineering, Zigong 643000, China)

Abstract: “Comprehensively Setting up a Well—off Society” is an important strategic initiative in the
Four Comprehensives. Through the description of “a well—off society and modernization”, “a well—off society
and the middle class culture” and “a well —off society and culture of innovation”, the possible impact and
promoting function of comprehensively setting up a well—off society on contemporary society and culture in
China can be explained. China is facing various impact and influence of globalization and it must refer to the
historical experience of other societies and cultures and sums up the route suitable for its own development.
Especially for the reflection from the traditional western enlightenment spirit, the openness of the civil society,
and the progressiveness and creative ability of middle class culture, China needs the inclusive absorption and
transformation to promote the growth and blossom of a new generation of civic culture in contemporary China
and reveal the advance and superiority of socialism civilization with Chinese characteristics. “Comprehensively
Setting up a Well —off Society” both includes the external construction and the change process of inner
consciousness. It begins with the change of the objective physical environment and further impacts on the
human social and cultural life. There is no absolute middle class society and culture. It will be a matter based
on the historical practice of comprehensively setting up a well-off society in the future. For the convenience of
using the concept, it is used as a kind of analog. In this process, in addition to the "bottom—up" material and
cultural construction, there must also have the “top—down” right guidance, which is the key function of the
Party’s leadership. Through such a dialectical combination, sketch is a picture of the beautiful landscape of
civil society in the future of China.

Key words: Four Comprehensives; well-off Chinese society; middle—class culture; innovation culture
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