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The Main Causes of the High Price of Salt under the Governance of

Kuomingtang Government in Guizhou
LI Hao, MENG Xizheng
(The President Office, National University of Guizhou, Guiyang 550025, China)

Abstract: During the period of the Kuomingtang governance in Guizhou (1935-1949), one of the many
problems was the high price of salt in Guizhou and it could not come down for a long time. This problem had
led to two problems, one was that people in Guizhou suffered from expensive salt and saltless diet, the other
was that it had affected the healthy development of Guizhou’s economy and society. The bad effect includes
aggravating the economic burden of the people in Guizhou, deepening Guizhou people’s saltless diet,
restricting the normal development of some production departments, serious smuggling of salt, disrupting the
normal operation of the economy, and affecting the social stability and so on. There were many causes for this
problem including the increased cost of salt transportation into Guizhou, unscrupulous merchants seeking
profits and speculative business, corrupt officials seeking illegal interests and engaging in malpractices, and
the national government imposing a heavy tax on salt. Focusing on this problem may help to enrich the local
economy and history research in Guizhou at that time, the research of economy development during the period
of Anti—Japanese War, explore development evolution of modern salt policy in Guizhou today and provide a
historical reference for salt industry economy management.

Key words: illegal salt; salt administration; salt price; salt tax; Kuomingtnag government; Guizhou
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