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The Form and Boundary of the Right of Privacy from the

Aspect of Neighborhood
XU Tong
(Law School, China University of Political Science & Law, Haidian 100088, China)

Abstract: As the traditional division of public sphere and private sphere has transformed into public
sphere, private sphere and social sphere, the right of privacy shows more diverse forms, and the protection to it
no longer merely focuses on the confrontation for people’s pursuing own interests, but also on finding an
appropriate measure to build a harmonious relationship between the individual and society. The disputes on
privacy are focused on the traditional division of public sphere, private sphere, and some less notable social
sphere, which make it difficult to find the boundary of protecting privacy. Therefore it is necessary to study the
right of privacy in different sphere, and the unit of “neighborhood” that connects the individual and community
exactly provides the condition. The “semi—public and semi—private” feature of the neighborhood allows privacy
to present comprehensively and typically and appears various forms as “absolute privacy”, “hidden privacy”
and “public—private privacy”. These three types are distinct form each other but still have some relevance. On
the one hand, they are different in terms of scenes and the extent of exercising right; on the other hand, they
are interrelated and correlated in content and value. As a result, the overlapping is unavoidable when dividing
those three types of privacy and the problem of balancing the public interest and private right exists in all of
them. So it is a common resolution to explore the boundary of protecting the right of privacy in different
occasions by finding the ultimate value of privacy—the human dignity and comparing it with the public
interest on case basis.

Key words: the right of privacy; neighbor; social sphere; public sphere; public interest; personal dignity
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