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On the Secret Investigation System
TIAN Yezi
(Law School, Sichuan University, Chengdu 610207, China)

Abstract: The amendment of Criminal Procedure Law added a special section, “Technical Investigation
Measure” in Part II on March 4, 2012, which makes up the blank of “Secret Investigation” in the Law. Secret
investigation is a special investigative method with special effect, which makes it possible to maximize the
fighting effect against crime in a "secret" status. But it can not be ignored that this method is also a violation of
civil rights. Moreover, because of its secretive nature, it can cause the inability of the public to perform
supervision. In order to have comprehensive understanding of the concept of secret investigation, it is
necessary to have knowledge to the concept, characteristics, classification and so forth of the definition of
secret investigation. Through the analysis of its rationality and potential risks and combining the current
modification of Criminal Procedure Law, the relevant provisions are discussed; a detailed analysis of the
progress and shortcomings of its existence is made. Drawing on the current favorable experience, some
suggestions on secret investigation legalization of Chinese model are put forward in the hope of getting a better
development of secret investigation in China and letting secret investigation system play the biggest role.

Key words: secret investigation; rationality; potential risks; human rights; supervision approval; right relief
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