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On the Three Dimensions of Comparative Study on Social Policy
XIE Yu, AN Jianzeng
(School of History and Society, Anhui Normal University, Wuhu 241000, China)

Abstract: Social policy comparative study is an important method to improve governance system and
capability. Scholars have different opinions on how to improve it. But policy cognition, policy transfer and
original policy are the three dimensions that the study must undergo. Here, cognition is the premise foundation,
transplantation is the general goal, and originality is the fundamental goal. The three are interrelated,
complementary and together promote the social policy comparative study. Since China’s reform and opening
up, some goals have been attained in the field of society policy. However, it also brings some problems, for
examples, the gap is expanded between the rich and poor, the group events arise frequently because of China’s
economic and social development imbalances, government credit crisis and the impact of competitive factors.
These problems highlight the urgency of society policy innovation and development. Therefore, it is imperative
to improve China’s social policy comparative study and develop governance capability modernization.
However, in this course, some difficulties and obstacles appear, such as the dilemma of rationality, combining
theory with practice, and improving policy innovation capability, which needs to be cracked through improving
the policy subject innovation ability and optimizing the policy system environment.

Key words: social policy; comparison of policy; policy cognition; policy transfer; policy innovation; dimension
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