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The Reconstruction of Local Government Powers

under State Governance System
ZHAO Hao
(Law School, Sichuan University, Chengdu 610207, China)

Abstract: Sate Governance System, an ultimate goal of the comprehensive and deep reform, has a great
influence on local governments’ power configuration. “Polycentric governance body” and “cooperative
governance” require that all social units play a more important role in the State Governance System and
social development. Moreover, in local government responsibilities, service function should be more
emphasized. Therefore, it requires to redraw the power structure among government, society and market, then
promote the rule of law of their relationship in the transverse configuration of local government powers.
Therefore, in the lateral configuration of local governments’ power, it is required to re—divide the power
between the government, society, and market, and promote the legalization of the relationship between the
three. However, the present power system of “sharing the equal responsibility and equal power between the
superior and the subordinate” has greatly hindered the multicenter lateral configuration of local governments’
power. Therefore, the vertical power separation between the local governments at all levels and enhancing the
government’s autonomy at the local level have become the primary task of the reconstruction of local
governments’ power. In addition, the State Governance System also has a great influence on the basic
principles of administration law. In the new era, it should be stressed to restrict the abuse of local government
powers and prevent local government wantonly breaking up the boundary of powers under the rule of law of
local government power configuration. Moreover, the principle of legal hold and ultra vires invalidity will be
more valuable and relevant legislation will be more perfect.

Key words: state governance system; governance capability; local government; power configuration;
legal hold; ultra vires invalidity
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