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The Predicament and Solution of Local Government Administrative

Cost Control under Latent Rule Modality
WEI Chaoyi
(Department of Politics and Law, Science City School, Dongguan University of Technology,
Dongguan 523419, China)

Abstract: Local government administrative cost control is not only a focus of social concern, bust also a
chronic disease in the reform process of the Chinese government. In the process of actively building a
saving —oriented government, although the level of local government administration cost control has been
improved, under the latent rules modality featured with the universality, illegalness, non—openness, and
flexibility there still face many predicaments, such as power alienation due to system absence, identity
dilemma due to idea obstacle, supervision deformation due to the supervisors’ responsibility, and value
orientation conflict due to seeking for maximal benefits. To break such plights to find a way out, the
government must firmly establish norms awareness, strengthen legal concept, and be committed to
consolidating the base of people’s identification to cost—saving, at the same time, increase the intensity of the
public information of administrative costs, and improve people’s supervision quality, and focus on the use of
certain cost control policies to eliminate the value bother in the process of administrative cost control.
Therefore, under the latent rules modality, that local government effectively controls the administrative cost
needs a holistic governance process.
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