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A Theoretical Reflection on the Practice of

Contemporary Chinese Democracy Education
DAI Senyu
(School of Philosophy and Sociology, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: Democracy education theory research and practice sweep across the globe and become
increasingly a hot subject following the democratic tide. However, the reasonable democratic practice does
not mean the democracy education practice is reasonable, nor is today’s practice of Chinese democracy
education reasonable. In the Chinese society lack of modern democratic traditions, it is difficult to obtain
actual effect if people blindly advocate the practice of democracy education. On the one hand, democracy
has two dimensions, i.e. value and system, the western modern democracy is not suitable for China’s
democracy. What on earth is the Chinese style democracy under these two dimensions? At present, it is an
indistinct shadow only and its real face has not been seen yet. On the other hand, modern democracy
education belongs to a castle in the air, more accurately, a mirage. It can accommodate all spirits, cultures
and values but neither of them belongs to it. Education should return to the essence of man and respond to
the essential demands of human being. If people own the moral integrity, free spirit, rational thinking and so

on, the purpose of democracy education can be achieved naturally.
Key words: democracy; democracy education; value idea; democracy education practice

101



