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A Study on Salt Security Managemnet in the Song Dynasty
WANG Zhanyang
(School of History and Culture, Henan University, Kaifeng 475001, China)

Abstract: The Song Dynasty was a prosperous dynasty in terms of commodity economy. The role of salt
in the social economy was quite important. Its production and deal were in large quantity, therefore, the
safety of salt seemed to be a critical issue in the process of salt production, storage, transportation and other
links. In the production process of salt, because officials sought for the instant success, they wrongly changed
the production process, resulting in poor quality of salt. In the storage and conveying processes, because the
salt storehouse was narrow and unable to accommodate the salt, boatmen took the opportunity to steal salt
and adulterated, so did the storehouse officials and the people nearby. Under such circumstances, the salt
shortage occurred in remote regions. In order to ensure the safety of salt, the Song government carried out the
measures of punishing the illegal personnel, rebuilding salt storehouses, strictly controlling the keys of
storehouses, strengthening patrol, and encouraging people to expose and report the illegal cases. These
measures had exerted a certain function.

Key words: the Song Dynasty; table salt; safety; production; storage; transportation
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