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Nabokov’s Translation Strategy’s Restriction and Creation of

Translation Activities
CHEN Yanxi, TANG Jianhe
(School of Foreign Languages, Sichuan University of Science & Engineering, Zigong, 643000, China)

Abstract: Nabokov claims that the sole goal of the translation is to replace one language with equal
textual material, and he stresses that the translation must be highly consistent with the original in terms of
content, language forms, sentence structure, etc. Nabokov carries out the principle of literal translation in the
Anglo —Russian, Russian —English translation works, especially in the English translation work Eugene
Onegin. Absolutely faithful translation is extremely difficult for the translator, which is not only the restriction
of translation, but also the fundamental problem of translation activity. Hence, the restriction of translation
activity, in the aspects of vocabulary, rhythm and grammar, is analyzed based on Nabokov’s Anglo—Russian
translation works in this paper. Restriction and creation of translation activities are dualism factors without
absoluteness, but Nabokov claims that a translator should not impose his own personal style upon translation,
and translation activity is not the translator’s personal creation activity. Nabokov’s positive attitude toward
translation activity restriction and negative attitude toward its creation are Nabokov’s most important
translation strategies. Moreover, the essential reasons for Nabokov to form his translation strategy are his life

experiences, that is, his exile background and his Russian complex.
Key words: Nabokov; translation strategy; translation activity; restriction; creation
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