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The Disappeared Salt Poter: Anthropological Survey on

the Main Conveyor on Ba Salt Road
MAN Li, YANG Ting
(School of Literature, Southwest University, Chongqing 400715, China)

Abstract: Carrying salt on one’s back was a work in southwest minority areas, which was prevailing
in inaccessible mountainous areas. This career reduced the inconvenience without water transport on the one
hand, and solved the survival issue of poor people on the other hand. Carrying salt on back arose in Shizhu area
for its special location and played an important role in the history of salt transport. With the rise of salt transport,
the emergence and organization of poters had its own rules. Conflict arising between salt businesspersons and
poters reflected the interest distribution. As an independent group, the poters had contributed to the economic
development in the specific period. Because of the special nature, salt poters formed a unique profession culture.
It not only shaped the poters’ mind and character, but also triggered the cultural adjustment of regional economic
structures.

Key words: Ba Salt Road; carrying salt on back; salt poter; Tujia Minority
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