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Study on Good Faith Principle in Contract Law
LI Hongling
(School of Civil and Commercial Law, Southwest University of Political Science and Law,
Chongging 401120, China)

Abstract: Good faith principle plays an important role in the development of private law as the
fundamental principle of civil law, and the principle of good faith with the concept of honesty, kindness,
justice in contract law is revered by the people. According to the different stages of the contract, the good
faith principle in the contract law has different connotations, mainly including: the first one is to negotiate in
good faith, namely, in the process of contract negotiations, the parties shall not maliciously conceal
information or use fraud and intimidation methods to prompt the establishment of the contract. The second is
to perform contract honestly and diligently between the parties in accordance with the tenet of the contract;
they shall not abuse their rights, violate the good faith, or maliciously perform the contract. The third is the
good faith obligation after the termination of the contract, which is often manifested as the obligation of
notification, assistance and confidentiality. When the classical theory with the consensus as the focus and the
absolute freedom of contract were criticized, the good faith principle, like the fire of Prometheus, brought new
hope to the contract law. The relational contract theory on the basis of the principle of good faith limits the
absolute freedom of contract and transforms the traditional "untouchables" contract law into the rich "human
feelings" of contract law.

Key words:moral integrity; good faith principle; contract integrity; contract freedom; pre —contract

obligation; changed circumstances

86



