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The Constitutional Protection of Citizens’ Private Property
DENG Wei
(School of Law, Southwest University of Nationalities, Chengdu 610041, China)

Abstract: The constitutional protection of citizens’ private property involves a legal question, i.e. citizens’ private
property interests protected by the means of property rights, and a political question, i.e. the justice of the State’s political
activities. When the constitutional question of the protection for citizens’ private property in the context of modern liberal-
ism is discussed, the question of the State’s justice mainly means to look for a moderate state of the relationship between
the State’s power and citizens’ rights and give the State’s power the moral rightness. This should be regarded as the
premise of all legal discussion. Since 21st century, facing quite a lot of questions in real social life caused by the utilitari-
anism and the helplessness of dominant empirical analysis tradition to social ethics problems, modern liberals, such as
Rawls and Dworkin, tried to revive the liberalism and rescue the collapsing ethical mansion through some new theories on
the State’s justice. Although the two theoretical designs of social wealth’s distribution are different, they share the same

views on emphasizing the justice of the State’s property rights and the basic distribution systems.
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