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Symbol Analysis of Modern Han Chinese Clothing
ZHANG Yi
(School of Journalism and Communication, Southwest University, Chongging 400715, China)

Abstract: Since the year of 2003, people’s interest to Han Chinese clothing (Hanfu) has been heating up. However,

the definition of Hanfu is still indefinite. As a symbol of culture, modern Hanfu can be read in many ways. First, it stands

for the classic culture, which symbolizes people’s resistance to modernity and searching for civilization source and redis-

covery of traditional cultural resources. The second, Hanfu represents the Han Nationality. The love for Hanfu could be

seen as a strategy that people choose to cope with the anxiety of losing national identity. The last, Hanfu is a sovt of con-

sumption symbol, expressing people’s imagination of knowledge, ability, wisdom, status and the seeking for “uniqueness”.

Key words: modern Hanfu; dress codes; classic culture; Han nationality
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