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The Judicial Application Issues and Solution of Criminal Pretrial Conference
GAO Yifei, CHEN Xiaojing
(School of Law, Southwest University of Political Science and Law, Chongqing 401120, China)

Abstract: The pretrial conference system has been stipulated in Article 182, paragraph 2 of the Code of Criminal
Procedure (2012) and the judicial interpretation of the provisions of the Supreme Court. However, there are a number of
gaps. In judicial practice, the pretrial conference shall be presided over by the trial staff, and the prosecution and defense
participate at the same time. The start of the conference is mainly decided by a judge’s decision and supplemented by an
application. The conference should make a clear point of contention and collate evidences. The trial staff should make a
decision on those procedural issues after the conference and before the trail. The decision has effectiveness in principle.
For the substantial issues, they should not make any decision and if they do, the decision should not have any effective-
ness.

Key words: pretrial conference; pretrial preparation procedures; the mode of processing; legal effectiveness
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