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Well Salt Culture in Chen Quan’s Novel
WU Dan
(Humanities School, Sichuan University of Science & Engineering, Zigong 643000, China)
Abstract: Well salt culture has become an unique regional culture based on salt production, sales and application of
well salt. Chen Quan is a writer born in the beginning of last century in Fushun Sichuan, an ancient city having about a
thousand years’ well salt producing. The well salt culture in the city is deeply rooted in local people’s life, mind, and cog-
nition. The indoctrination of salt culture made Chen Quan become a famous writer, literary theorist, and professor. In
1920~30s, he wrote two novels, Asking the Heaven and Calm in Hesitation, based on the background of salt culture in his
hometown. The novels show strong well salt culture, such as environment, subject matter, and theme expression of “salt”.

He provides profound reference to exploring the influence of regional culture on writers’ works in the academia.

Key words: Chen Quan; well salt culture; novel, salt style
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