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A Textual Research on the Salt Production Technology of

Xunmei Saltworks in Jinjiang
YE Jinhua'?
(1. School of Economics, Lanzhou University, Lanzhou 730000, China;
2. China Salt Culture Research Ceuter, Zigong 643000, China)

Abstract: In ancient China, different salterns in different area often had a different evolution history of salt produc-
tion technology. Taking Fujian Jinjiang Xunmei Saltworks as an example, no later than the Yuan Dynasty, Xunmei saltern
had used jar-leaking method to produce salt in a large scale way. The improvement of technology reduced the cost of salt
production and increased the output. Meanwhile, it promoted the salt law reform and dissolution or merger of some salterns
in Fujian Province. However, in the early Ming Dynasty, compared to other salterns, Xumei saltern had been standstill in
salt production technology, which may be caused by some particular historical and social elements. To sum up, salt pro-

duction technology is a complicated factor and it can provide insights into the regional salt law and society.

Key words: salt production technology; salt policy; Fujian
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