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Identification of Causal Relationship of Offenses of
Public Hazards in Criminal Judicature

—Taking crime of environmental pollution as the point of penetration
XING Feilong
(Criminal and Judical Law School, China University of Political Science and Law, Beijing100088, China)
Abstract: Nowadays, how to identify causal relationship is the main obstacle when judicial authorities hear a case on
offenses of public hazards. It is usually stuck in the category of traditional theory on causal relationship in judicial prac-
tice, which focuses on proof of factual causation other than presumption of that and furthermore moves into the deep mire
of hard identification of causal relationship of offences of public hazards and unsettled offences of public hazards. Thus, it
should be emphasized that Empirical Rule should be used as a common sense and criminal presumption of causal rela-
tionship should be relied on to solve the problem in present judicial practice. At the same time, it is necessary to pay

attention to the necessity of its area of application to realize the accordance between legal justice and social justice.
Key words: criminal judicature; offenses of public hazards; crime of environmental pollution; causal relationship;

criminal presumption
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