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The State Intervention on Salt Economy during the Anti—Japanese War

—Taking Zigong salt industry as an example
ZHANG Zheng
(School of Law, Guizhou University, Guiyang 550025, China)

Abstract: The State as an intervener interferes on the social and economic life. Salt industry, an important industry
that has beneficial relationship to the people’s livelihood failed in market since the outbreak of the Anti—Japanese War.
Many eastern coastal salterns had been occupied by the Japanese due to their “interruption” of salt. Zigong salt—works
shouldered the historical responsibility of the anti-Japanese national salvation. For the promotion of Zigong salt production
and guaranteeing the food supplies, the national government used administrative, economic and legal means to conduct a
comprehensive intervention on Zigong salt industry economy. The State intervention led to Zigong salt economic achieve-
ments, but also had a negative impact. The State intervention should have a reasonable boundary, and adhere to the unifi-
cation of “interfering the government” and “government intervention”, and provide reference for considering the current

market economy system reform and measures in China.

Key words: state intervention; Zigong salt industry; the period of Anti—Japanese War
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