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Legal Boundaries of Academic Criticism

from the Perspective of Court Trial Practice in China
CAI Shiyan
(Law School, Sichuan University, Chengdu 610207 China)
Abstract: Academic criticism can be defined as academic researchers express their understanding and awareness of
academic issues from their own academic backgrounds, ideas and methods based on the equal and friendly attitude. It
consists of both positive recognition and negative discrimination. It is a catalyst of academic progress and has become a

way of communication recognized by the academia. From a constitutional point of view, academic criticism corresponds to

the basic constitutional rights of academic freedom the rights of citizens enjoy a variety of ways to engage in scientific
and technological research, discuss, identify, analyze problems and express their opinions and put forward different views
freely. In reality, academic freedom is often in conflict with the right of reputation, that is, cases of violations of the right of
reputation caused by the academic criticism one after another. The characteristic of such cases is that when the plaintiff
claims the defendant violated their right of reputation, the majority of the defendant defense that they exercise the rights to
free speech legitimately. The judgment of the court adopts this view to a certain extent, making the right to academic free-

dom idling, or protecting the academic freedom through protecting the right to free speech.

Key words: academic criticism; academic freedom; the right of reputation; trial practice
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