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Seeking the truth diligently,

Uninhibitedly striving perseveringly ;

Selflessly dedicated to career,

Enjoying our school’s glories.
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Seeking the truth from facts,

Undaunted before hardships;

Selflessly devoted to education,

Escorting what the Varsity honors.
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Seeking the truth diligently,

Uninhibited perseverance before hardships;

Selfless dedication to education,

Enjoyment in school’s glories.
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The Application of PMEP in Translating University Mottoes
WU Chunrong
(School of Foreign Languages, Sichuan University of Science & Engineering, Zigong 643000, China)

Abstract: University mottoes are concentrated representations of universities’ educational aims and school-running

characteristics. With the increase in international communication, mottoes’ window roles become more and more promi-

nent. However, the current research perspectives on university mottoes translation are limited. This paper holds that Chi-

nese and western university mottoes vary in core connotation, text resources, language structures and distinguishing fea-

tures. Based on the theory of PEMP proposed by Hou Guojin, this paper analyzes and evaluates university mottoes trans-

lation with a case study of Peking University and Tsinghua University. Different translation versions of SUSE’s motto and

Huangling spirit, more specifically, are studied and evaluated. It is believed that Hou’s theory is powerful in discriminating

the good translation from bad ones with parameters such as contents, diction, rhetoric and structures into consideration.

Key words: universities mottoes; English translation; pragmatic parameter value; Pragmatic Markedness Equiva-

lence Principle (PMEP).
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