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Interpreting the Translator’s “Faithfulness” Principle

from the Perspective of Translation Ethics
HE Keyu
(School of Foreign Language, Sichuan University of Science & Engineering, Zigong 643000, China)

Abstract: In today’s economic and cultural globalization, it is a big problem how to equally realize Chinese cultural

exchanges and communication with other ones. Faithfulness is only principle in translating for a long time, and it is rein-

terpreted from the perspective of translation ethics. Firstly, the paper points out that translator’s ethics have become a fac-

tor which cannot be neglected in the translating process, and emphasizes the important role in translating. Then, the paper

puts forward the translator’s orientation of ethical values, faithfulness and unfaithfulness, which competes faithfulness

principle, and probe its essence and reason. Meanwhile, the pair of contradictions mutually reinforces and neutralizes each

other, and is of synchrony and diachrony. Lastly, based on realizing the right of discourse, it is discussed that they are not

the absolute contradictions, but transferable under certain circumstances.

Key words: translation ethics; translator; faithfulness principle; transferable contradiction
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