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The Change of Salt Transportation and Marketing System

during the Years of Yongzheng and Qianlong in the Qing Dynasty
YE Jinhua
(School of Economics, Lanzhou University, Lanzhou 730000, China)

Abstract: In Kang Xi years (1662-1722, Qing Dynasty), the salt in Fujian was mainly operated by merchants. At the
first year of Yong Zheng (1723-1735, Qing Dynasty), under the emperor’s fiscal rectification, and to solve the problems of
wasteful spending and shortage of salt taxes, Manbao —Gioro (Jueluo Maobao), the governor of Fujian and Zhejiang
provinces, abolished the privileges of salt merchants and allowed salt free distribution and marketing in Fujian Province.
Because of losing the privileges, those merchants with vested interests showed disobedience to the new salt policy and cre-
ated local riots, refusing to pay the old salt taxes, which forced Manbao—Gioro to recover the merchants operation in Fujian
Province. Although the reform reduced the local price of salt and increased the financial income of salt taxes in Fujian
Province, it caused a lot criticism and disagreements, and came to an end of total abolition after the reformer losing the
support and trust of emperor. In the fifth year of Yong Zheng (1723-1735, Qing Dynasty), Gao Qizhuo, the new governor of
Fujian and Zhejiang provinces, began to test private and official operations on salt. Until the seventh year of Qian Long
(1736-1795, Qing Dynasty), the government began to invite and encourage merchants to salt marketing. After that, the
counties in Fujian Province gradually changed the form of merchants operation to official operation. One of the main rea-
sons is that the local government of Fujian Province wanted to monopolize the salt profit.

Key words: the Qing Dynasty; salt policy; salt transportation and marketing system; Fujian
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