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The “Kaizhong” Salt Industry Law in Yunnan in

the Ming Dynasty and Its Impact
LI Zhengting

(Propaganda Department, the CPC Southwest Forestry University Committee, Kunming 650224, China)

Abstract: Being related to people’s livelihood, salt had been a commodity under the direct monopoly of every feudal

dynasty in China. Various dynasties regarded

“the monopoly system of salt” as the main principles of management of salt.

The government of the Ming Dynasty applied special policies to Yunnan Province, which is situated in border region and

enlisted businessmen in many areas of Yunnan to run salt by means of vesting them with monopoly rights. These measures

led to the direct emergence of

“commerce” and gave a powerful promotion to the development of the feudal commodity

economy in Yunnan. The reform of nomination of magistrates started at it in some areas.

Key words: the Ming Dynasty; Yunnan; the system of monopoly; Kaizhong
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