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The Salt Administration Operation and Regional Society in

South China in the Song and Yuan Dynasties

—Taking Dongguan salt works as an example
LI Xiaolong
(History Dept., Sun Yat—sen University, Guangzhou 510275, China)

Abstract: The implementation of salt administration and regional social and historical change are inseparable. From

the Song Dynasty to Yuan Dynasty, the process of salt production management and salt organizational system in Dongguan,

the salt center of south China, is also a process of implementation of salt administration in regional society. This process is

divided into three stages: first, from the beginning of the Northern Song Dynasty, salt production was carried out by coastal

residents’ free decoction, then the government purchased the works; after entering the south China, the government banned

salt private selling and strengthened salt decoction and purchase as salt was the national necessity; in the Yuan Dynasty,

the south Guangdong salt administration paid more attention to the salt works registration. However, the salt administration

mechanism had never come to the most basic salt works. The local government still relied on the rich salt producer,

encouraged the growing of the rich salt merchants and formed the dominant power of the local.

Key words: the Song and Yuan Dynasties; salt administration; salt works; Guangdong; Dongguan

48





