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Sichuan Salt Supplied to Hunan and Hubei and the Local Economy of
North Jiangsu Province in the Late of the Qing Dynasty

—Taking the silver circulation as the center
LEE Junjia
(History Department, Inha University, Incheon, Korea)

Abstract: The purpose of this study is to shed light on socio —economic interrelationship between two or more
provinces in the Qing Dynasty by analyzing silver circulation. Salt monopoly system is the most adequate theme to these
purposes. Because a great amount of salt were traded, a lot of silver were used for payment. And the production, trade and
consumption of salt were not completed within a province itself, but in two or more provinces, therefore it is not difficult to
trace silver circulation among provinces. In the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom period, the salt produced in Huainan salt dis-
trict located in North Jiangsu province could not be transported to Hunan, Hubei provinces and 13 million ~15 million
taels silver were circulated. In fact, not all the silver could be enter the north of Jiangsu, among which 5 million taels silver
should be levied as salt tax. Instead of Huainan salt, the salt produced in Sichuan salt district was carried and sold in Hu-
nan, Hubei provinces from 1853 to 1876. At that time the amount of silver inflew to North Jiangsu province (i. e. Subei
district) was reduced about 13 million taels of silver each year. The depression of Subei district became more and more
serious. On the contrary, about 13 million taels of additional silver flew to Sichuan salt district from Hubei, Hunan

provinces each year.
Key words: Sichuan salt supply; silver circulation; north Jiangsu; Taiping Heaven Kingdom; Yangzhou salt mer-

chant; Hunan; Huibei
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