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Literature Review on Governance of F/OSS Communities of Distributed Mode
REN Zhong
(School of Economics and Trade, Hangzhou Dianzi University, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract: Free and Open Source Software is an emerging production mode, with which many volunteers contribute to
development of computer software without expecting to receive any individual rewards at all. This phenomenon has raised
continuous concerns of scientists in economics, law, psychology, sociologist, and computer, etc. Nevertheless, the existing
literatures mainly focus on explaining the motivation of participants, thereby neglecting the institutional and organizational
aspects of F/OSS communities. This paper analyzes governance structure of F/OSS as a distributed regime where the one
initiator or leader of F/OSS project distributes some rights and responsibilities to some trusted responsible person of sub-

systems to form a core. In this way, he can control and coordinate the whole community without hierarchy.

Key words: F/OSS; epistemic communities; governance ;distributed innovation; commons—based peer production
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