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A Study on the Broadcasting Regulation in the USA

Based on the Theory of “Marketplace of Ideas”
LI Wenzhen
(Politics & Law School, Communication University of China, Beijing 100024, China)

Abstract: The mass media benefit from the strong protection of the freedom of expression in the USA. Thus, most
regulations imposed on the mass media by the government tend to be criticized. However, because of its peculiar media
properties and public interests, the broadcasting is frequently regulated by the government in the USA. These regulations
aim to preserve the diversity of the marketplace of ideas, which is viewed as a prominent public interest. To achieve this
aim, the USA government imposes regulation both on the content of the broadcasting and the ownership of the broadcast-
ing system. While the government takes into account the diversity of the marketplace of ideas more often, the government’s

de-regulation on the ownership is criticized for its potential threats to the diversity.

Key words: broadcasting; regulation; public interest; marketplace of ideas; diversity; the USA
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